3
al. 2012). It is well-recognized that drought is the main factor affecting global crop 48 production and food security (Cattivelli et al. 2008 ) and climate change is predicted 49 to significantly increase the magnitude of water shortage and negatively affect the 50 yield of crops (Parmesan & Yohe, 2003) . In this context, oilseed rape (OSR, 51 Brassica napus L.) is becoming one of the most popular oilseed crops in the world.
52
Drought periods over the most drought-sensitive phenological stages for OSR
53
(anthesis until mid-pod development) can lead up to 40% of seed yield losses (Faralli 54 et al. 2016 ).
55
It is therefore of pivotal importance to understand the physiological mechanisms that 56 relate atmospheric CO2 to drought and to determine whether the expected 57 detrimental effects on crops following the increases in extreme environmental 58 conditions could be at least mitigated by increases in CO2 concentrations. A large 59 amount of work showed positive effects of elevated atmospheric CO2 concentration 60 on crop's drought tolerance and hence yield reduction mitigation (Baker et al. 1997; 61 Wall 2001; Qaderi et al. 2006; O'Leary et al. 2015; Fitzgerald et al. 2016) . However, 62 experiments on OSR have shown that elevated CO2 concentrations may not mitigate 63 the detrimental effects of increasing temperatures on yield (Frenck et al. 2011) . In 64 addition, Gray et al. (2016) in similar detrimental effects on Amax and RWC (Fig. 4B) , thus similarly reducing gs 344 (Fig. 4C) which they are grown.
351

Conclusions
352
The work presented here shows improvements in the physiological performance of were collected at 100, 200, 300, 500, 600, 800, 1000, 1200, 1500 and 2000 PPFD.
575
Cuvette temperature was maintained at 25°C, the flow rate was 300 µmol s 
